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pamphlet by way of preſents in order to enliſt a party in 
its favour- He paſſes it to the public through the common 
channel of a Bockſeller's ſhop, wiſhing it only to obtain that 


% 


notice from the Subſcribers to the York Lunatic Aſylum which 
the arguments it contains may deſerve. 
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T WILL not pretend that my motive for 
giving the ſubject of this pamphlet ſo 
minute an inveſtigation 1 is abſolutely diſ- 
intereſted ; yet I can ſafely affirm, ar if 
a cauſe much more laudable were not inti- 
mately connected with it, and ultimately 
dependent upon it, I ſhould never have 
_ undertaken ſo unpleaſing a taſk. 
The truth, ſo far as reſpects myſelf, is 
briefly this—About fix years ago, in order 
to prevent an Orphan Youth, who had ſhewn 
manifeſt ſigns of Lunacy, from coming on 
his pariſh, which I ſuſpected would neither 
be willing nor compellable to take ſuch care 
of him as his deplorable caſe required, and 
having, as his malady was recent, ſome hopes 
of cure, I ſent him to the York Lunatic. 
Aſylum. Since that time it has coſt me, 
for his maintenance only, excluſive of his 
apparel, the ſum of above one hundred and 
twenty pounds. I do not mention this as 
a charge that would have been exorbitant in 
a place not originally founded on a chari- 
table principle, o or greater than I might have 
incurred 
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5 
incurred by placing him in a private mad- 
houſe, but only as an expence which, 
I believe, few perſons would willingly put 
themſelves to for an individual unconnect- 
ed with them by any other tye than that 
of general humanity ; and which, there- | 
fore, if they had born it for ſo long a time, 
and in the end perceived it muſt yearly 
encreaſe, they would ſurely take any juſ- 
tifiable means in their power either 70 | 
leſſen in future, or finally to extinguiſh. _ 
The Orphan in queſtion is in the ſtrict- 
eſt ſenſe of the term a Lunatic Pariſh Pau- 
per, withheld hitherto from receiving pay 
from his Pariſh only by my interference: 
Were my aſſiſtance, therefore, withdrawn, 
if nototherwiſeprovided for, he muſt be re- 
turned to the Pariſh to which he belongs. 
Now as it will be fully proved in the fol- 
lowing pages, that a weekly payment of 
eight ſhillings does and mult operate to the 
utter excluſion of Pariſh Paupers from the 
Aſylum, a plan which ſets out with recom- 
mending that at no ime the payments 
from the Pariſh Poor ſhould be reduced” 
demands, ſurely, a more pointed animad- 
verſion than I have given it: : 
For, on a ſuppoſition that this unhap] 7 
youth ſhould be returned to his pariſh, the 
probability 1s, that they will never be 
willing to maintain bim as I now do, 8 0 
Will. 
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will inſtantly try a cheaper | experiment: 


they will take him home to ſee how he 


will there behave himſelf, and, on the 
very firſt ſign of dangerous phrenſy which 


he may ſhew, condemn him to a chain in 


ſome miſerable hut for the remainder of 
his days, which, from his preſent ſtrength 


of conſtitution, * perhaps, be prolonged 


ro half a century. 


What impreſſe {+ this fear onmy own mind, 
is a trial which I was adviſed to make of che 
ſtate of his intellect, about a year after he 


had been in the Aſylum : : I was then told 
that he was fo far recovered that he might 
be truſted in a country village without a 
ſpecial keeper, where air and working exer- 
ciſe might compleat his cure. With this 


I removed him into a private fami- 


lx near York, where, though for a few 


weeks he behaved himſelf ' quietly and 


_ coolly, yet in the end, his infanity return- 


ing, he was near killing a young child, to 


whom he had before ſhewn great ener- 
neſs and affection. This, as may eaſily be 


ſuppoſed, determined me to order him 


immediately back to the Hoſpital, where 
he has ſince remained; and where, though 
his weekly pay has been lowered from 


eight to fix ſhillings, yet I think it neceſſary 
to aver that it has been lowered without 


any ſolicitation on my part, becauſe I have 


_ Never. 
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never wiſhed that any partial diminution 


ſhould be made in my favour; it having 


been long my ſettled opinion, That as 


© the charitable fund increaſed, all Poor 


6 Patients of every denomination ſhould be 
* equally relieved. by it, in that general 
* proportion which the finances of the 


© charity would bear: To ſupport this 
principle and another, which like it has the 


appearance of an axiom, viz. That the 
© original intention of the ſubſcribers to 


* any charitable inſtitution ought reli- 

gi to be adhered to, are the two 
capital points aimed at in this publication: 
In which, I truſt, I have oppoſed very dif- 
ferent principles, in the way of fair and 
liberal controverſy. I am aware that the 
formal mode of propoſitions which I have 
adopted may lay me under the imputation 
of being prolix and tedious, yet I ſhall 
chearfully ſubmit to any thing that may 
lower my reputation as a Writer, if, as a 
Man, I prove myſelf to be; in diſcuſſing ; 
this ſubject, a Friend to the Poor RO to 


* that has no Helper. 


a8 7 


| PROPOSITION. 3 


7 0 N Lunatic Pariſh Paupers was a 


. primary intention of the nobility, gentry, 


and others; and one of their principal motives 


Vor entering into a fubſeription for erefti ing a 
Lanatic Apptum at York. 


The proof of this propoſition will readily 


refult from the very words of the advertiſe- 
ment which firſt called a meeting for the above 


Purpoſe: It is dated York, Auguſt 7, 1772; 


and begins thus: Senſibie of the deplorable- 


cc 
cc 
cc 
6c 
«& 
16 


et 


ſituation of many poor Lunatics, in this ex- 
tenſive county, who have no other ſupport 
but what a needy parent can beſtow, or a 
thrifty pariſh-officer provide, we do, there- 
fore, recommend to the public in general, a 
ſubſcription towards erecting a public Edifice 
for the reception of ſuch unhappy people. 


nl the e gentlemen had met, a ſecond paper 


publiſhed, entitled Reaſons for the gſtabliſbing 


a. 2 Lav Hoſpital, dated the 25th of the ſame 


month and year. In which the above reaſon 


was ſtill more forcibly expreſſed, and placed at 
the head of ſeven others, in theſe words : 


* 
cc 
cc 
«6 


iſt, It is well known that no particular 
proviſion is made by law for Lunatics; the 
common Pariſh Work-Houſes, and Houſes 
of Correction, being no ways proper for their 

reception, 
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« reception, either in point of accommoda- 
e tion, attendance, or medical aſſiſtance.“ It is 
unneceſſary to make any farther obſervations 
on theſe two. fundamental-and declaratory rea- 
| ſons for the eſtabliſhment of an hoſpital, than 
that they were immediately taken from thoſe 
which the gentlemen of Mancheſter had before 
adopted on a ſimilar occaſion, though only in 
part;* and that they fully eſtabliſh the truth of 
_ this nee hon a hs, 
Vet, leſt I ſhould be fuſpected of withholding 
any other reaſon from the eye of the public, at 1 
preſent, which was held out to them at the firſt, JF 
Lam ready here to ſtate the only two regſons | 
which can, in any ſort, be put in competition 
with thoſe which J have adduced: Theſe then are 
the 6th and 8thin that paper, the former of which 
declares that many families (in no mean eir- * 
* cumftances) through the heavy expence at- . 
* tending the ſupport of one object of this ſort, * 
have themſelves become the object ofcharitable * 
“ relief, and, thereby, doubled the load and loſs =_ 
* tothe public; and the latter, that the laſt, 1 
<< but not the leaſt conſideration with the pro- Y 
« moters of this deſign is, the aſſiſtance that 3 
* may be given to many perſons of mode- | 
rate circumſtances, who, labouring under the 
“ 'misfortune of an unſound mind, have no 
1 * place to retire to but a private madhouſe, 
if Where their cure, ſtands a great chance 
18 <« of being protracted. for the benefit of the 


(a) 


*The Mancheſter Account humanely urges an additional rea- 
ſon, that ** of defiring to prevent them from continuing public 
es ſpectacles of the deepeſt miſery :** And alſo declares that the 
« Phyſicians of the-lnfirmary, and the Surgeons when neceſſary, 
* have generouſly offered to give their attendance GRATIS.“ 


CC mer- | 


( 3 ) 

C mercenary, keeper; if ever to be accompliſhed 
ce under the care of one who can lay ſo ſmall a 
&« clai to medical abilities. Thoſe perſons 
” 12 eir . it 1 to be hoped, od 

ve the rence. to an Afylu 
66 HT ae men of e 85 
60 honour, where the atients might expect to 
meet with the moſt humane and dilintereſted 
treatment; and where they might have a 

chance of being reſtored to kel health and 
« friends, without impairing their fortunes.” _ 
Theſe alſo were copied from the Mancheſter 
account, but in that was added, © that in 
« theſe. caſes, x moderate fee was to be taken by 
< the truſtees for their ſubſiſtence, and phyſician 
for his advice.“ This omiſton, however, 
was made up for, in a third publication, i in a 
manner, which the perſon who drew it up 
might imagine the public would, at the time, 
think even more diſintereſted, viz. And here 
Lit will be proper to remark, that no attending 
< phyſician. or fargeon will receive either fee 
dor reward, as — as the hoſpital continues 
<< to. receive only paupers or Ae 1 in low and 
60 indige nt eireumſtances, able to the ORI- 
© GINAL DESIGN of this charity. 4 04 
The publication, whence this paragrap hi is 
taken, is intitled, An earne/# Application to the 
Humane Public, concerning the preſent State of the 
Aſylum, erected near York for the Reception of Lu- 
natics., It is dated May 3, +777, at 2 time 
when the building was finiſhed and fitted up 

to receive patients. It recapitulates all. the 
former reaſons, and declares the intention of 
the charity to be that © of alleviating the 
66 diſtreſles of Lunatics, as well as to remove a 
"AS heavy 


0 % heavy and anne burthen | from their 

66 pariſhes or families.“ From all this, 15 
fra the words of the late Lord Archbifh 
York, who firſt opened the ſubſcription” 
erecting a ſuitable building for the reception 
of Lunatics, © bein he ain Poor or be- 
<6 longing to diſtreſledk and indigent families, 
11 may, I tk ink ah affirm, wi Us ol ka 
Is demonltrated. | 
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E he ori l Intention of tbe flſeribers 
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| bes, : 


4 
t — 


This 35 ry  gurlogly tis peta” of an 
axiom, that I am afraid the generality of my 
readers will paſs it over as an unqueſtionable 
truth, and not trouble themſelves to read what 
I have to urge in its proof, which I much wiſh 
them to do; becauſe much has previouſly been 
written to make it appear abſurd. Amon 
other things it has been declared © That to 
cc reduce the payments made by pariſhes, for 
their inſane poor, would open a door for all 
„ the idiots, bedridden, diſeaſed, and incurable. 
“ mad paupers in the kingdom. It has been 
alſo ſaid, that, by ſo doing, © the houſe would 
A be immediately filled with the loweſt and 

e meaneſt of the poor.“ It is, therefore, ab- 
ſolutely incumbent on me, in this place, to vin- 
dicate, for the credit of myſelf, and the reſt of my 


original 


49 
original ſubſcribing brethren, that motive which 
induced us to ſubſcribe to this charity, and to 
deny that perſons of middling rank and in low 
circumſtances were thoſe. for whom the Aſy- 
lum was PRINCIPALLY intended, however its 
government may have been hitherto, or may be 
in future planned. Wewere all taught to believe, 
and I may ſurely anſwer for one, that all Lunatic 
Paupers, as being afflicted with this deplorable 
malady in common, were all equally objects of 
our benevolence; and the form of the inſti- 
tution, as already exhibited, intimates no dif. 
ference among . . 
But my preſent buſineſs is with Pariſh Luna- 
tics, and my preſent proof muſt refer only to 
their ſeparate caſe ; which was humanely con- 
ſidered, as has been ſhewn already, to be moſt 
truely deplorable, becauſe, iſt. There was no 
ſpecific law for them; 2d. No other ſupport 
than what a thrifty pariſh-officer could pro- 
vide; zd. No better place (ſuppoſing the of. 
ficer not thrifty) than a common Workhouſe 
or Houſe of Correction; no proper means of 
accommodation, attendance, or medical afliſt. 
ance; and that, therefore, an hoſpital found- 
ed with a view to ſupply theſe wants, would 
be the beſt means of relieving theſe peculi- 
arly pitiable objects 555 
I beg pardon for this tedious recapitulation, 
Which I uſe only for the fake of preſſing the 
motive home to the peculiar caſe of theſe 
identical paupers. Unleſs, therefore, ſome 
other mode of relief for them can be point- 
ed out, as good or better than that of an 
hoſpital, I hold the /audable intention of the 

ſubſcribers to be fully proved, eee 
- | PRO 5 
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P RO POSITION III. 
© To relieve pariſhes from the heavy and ex- 
penfrve burthen of maintaining their own Lu- 
natic Poor is defenſible. _ 3 97 


The incapacity of Pariſhes to relieve their 
Lunatic Poor having been thus proved, this 
feems alſo to require little difcuffron; and 1 
mall only remark upon it, That on the ſup- 
poſttion that a gentleman who originally ſub- 
{cribed to this charity, might have put the 
caſe of the Lunatics themſelves entirely out of 
his conſideration, and, having landed property, 
thought he did well in promoting a ſubſcrip-. 
tion for an hoſpital, which might be a means 
of lowering the poor rates of that pariſh where 
this property lay, he cannot be arraigned of a 
want of prudence, or even of generoſity, in fo 
doing. For the expence of maintaining a Pariſh 
Lunatic, muft frequently, if not conſtantly, be 
much greater than that of maintaining an 
idiot, bedridden, difeafed, or incurable pariſh 
pauper, not afflicted” with this additional 
malady : Such as, perhaps, the building of 
a particular cell, the conftant attendance of a 
keeper, &c. &c. all which being to be provided 
in 2 better manner, and at a ſmaller expence 
in an hoſpital, particularly ſupported for that 
purpoſe, might induce the gentleman, with great. 
propriety, ta fubſcribe to ſuch charity, though 
Js had no farther motives for doing fo than 
| thoſe which I have ſuppoſed :. And, if he really 
had no other than theſe, which have been in- 
| ___ Inuate 
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6 
Inuated to be ſo ſelfiſh . as that the charitable 
« ſpirit of a man muſt revolt at them,” yet, 
he will, perhaps, be the firſt to condemn, and 
with juſtice too, the proceedings of any indi- 
v. or body of men, who, acting under the 
ſhadow of a committee or general meeting, 
may promote, or even connive at, proceedings 
which tend to make the purpoſe for which he 
originally ſubſcribed to the charity inefficaci- 
ous. And, if ſuch a man be the firſt, the reſt 
of the ſubſcribers ought, in juſtice, to join him 
in condemning any perſon or perſons whatever, 
who have prevented his charity from going in 
the channel, in which, in the firſt reaſon given 
for founding the hoſpital, he was aſſured it 
ſhould go, whatever might be his motive for 
ſubſcribing to it. He paid, indeed, his money 
for the relief of his pariſh, and not for the re- 
lief of their Lunatic Pauper, but, knowing 
that the Lunatic muſt be relieved, the peculiar 
- pariſh burthens, incurred in the caſe of Lunatic 
Paupers, led him to do it; and thoſe expenſive 
burthens juſtify him in ſo doing. I am ready 
to admit that this reaſon is not ſo laudable as 
that before mentioned: Yet it is a reaſon which 
generally operates with the Subſcribers to Coun- 
ty Infirmaries, eſpecially when they live near to 
the city or town where ſuch Infirmary is ſitua- 
ted; and I never have heard it called blameable. 
Pariſhes, alſo, in a body, by their Overſeers, 
Friendly Societies, and Townfhips are frequent- 
ly fubſcribers to ſuch inſtitutions. A conſider- 
ation, this, which I would with the Reader to 
ho in view, as it tends to ſhew, that none of 
theſe charitable foundations have ever thought 
of adopting that diſtinction, which the York 
Te I Lunatic 


Lunatic Aſylum has, relative to parochial and 1 
other poor patients. Though not ſo laudable, | Y 
therefore, his action is at the leaſt defenſible. 
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PROPOS ITI ON 1. 


The opinion that Lunatic Pariſh Paupers are = 
LESS the object of thepublic charity of an Aſylum 3 
than any other Lunatic Paupers, is fallacious. 9 


| This being the propoſition to ſupport which = 
1 the former were chiefly adduced and proved, it „ 
may be neceſſary to enlarge ſomewhat more B 
ETD F 3 
There is no fallacy ſo difficult of detection | 
as that which has interwoven itſelf, for a 
length of time, with a generally received truth. 7 
3 Vet, like ivy, miſſeltoe, or any other paraſitical F 
| plant, as the botaniſts call them, if it can be V 
lopped off from the ſtem it creeps about or # 
roots itſelf in, that ſtem will be likely to thrive 'M 
135 the better for the ſeparation. I ſhall proceed, =_ 
| therefore, here to ſeparate this opinion from a8 
| that truth with which it has been entangled, 7 
and prove it fallacious in the following man- 7 
ner: 55 5 F 
Ihe inefficacy of attempting to relieve com- 
1 mon Pariſh Paupers, either by bequeſt or other 
1 ſimilar gifts, I admit in general as a truth. 
= The ineflicacy of attempting a like relief to 
Lunatic Pariſh Paupers, I deny as a falſhood. 
The reaſon why I admit the firſt as a general 
truth is, that to reheve the common Pariſh Pau- 
—— pers 
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pers, 18 to relieve the more opulent. men of the 
pariſh, arid to reduce their poor rates without 
_ eſſentially aſſiſting the Indigent | individuals 
themſelves. ; 
The reaſon why y deny the ſecond as a falſ- 
hood, is that the firſt, ſecond, and even third 
7 Propoſitions prove the deplorable ſtate of the 
Lunatic poor of a pariſh to be very diſſimilar to 
the other, and that, therefore, the inefficacy of 
attempting to relieve them is a falſhood, which, 
though interwoven with a truth, ought to be 
carefully ſeparated from it. The defenders of 
this fallacy may, if they pleaſe, accept of the fol- 
lowing fyllogifm for their defence till they can 
frame a better: 
To relieve Pariſh Paupers is to relieve Pariſhes: 
But Pariſh Paupers may be Lunatics: 
Therefore, to relieve Lunatic Pariſh Paupers, is | 

_ to relieve Pariſhes. _ 

To which I wilt only oppoſe the authority of 
the original inſtitution, which ſays, that Pariſh 
Paupers who are.Lunatics ought to be relieved, 
| becauſe a thrifty pariſh-officer cannot relieve 
them properly ;* and that in as much as there 

is no better receptacle for them than a Pariſh 
Workhouſe or Houſe of Correction, where their 
treatment muſt neceſſarily be improper, an 
Hoſpital ſhall therefore be built by 1 | 

for the reception of ſuch unhappy people. Is 
this then no relief to Lunatic Pariſh Paupe ers, or 
. relieving them, is it only : a relief to their re- 
ſpective Pariſhes? 
On thus confronting the ar tents. * . 
ſurdity of affirming that to 8 Pariſh Pau- 


pers is univerſally to relieve Pariſhes only will 
Sete firſt advertiſement in the firſt Propobition. | 


7 > 1 117 


dude | FEES clearly 


z 


d 8 
5 
4 


— 


—— 
N KIEL. JS Re 5 
— — —— — = 


F 
. 
1 
| 4 
a = F 
N b 7 
1 
4 
1 
BI 
. 4 | 
4+ "Y 
q N 
1 £ 
F 314.44 
„ 
n 4 
's $1 x 
—_ 
” 
2 g 
ey 
#-. 
1 » £ 
3}: 
= {fl 
C 14 : 
11 
"W*/ 1:0 
1 
ie ; 
S444 
* 5 
| 
; iy 
. 
1 
[» . 
1 
1 
1 9 
[ MY 19 
1. 
J 7 
F [ 
* — by 
= EST. 
CN 
1 | 
144 
14 
* 15407 
* 176 
Fi-* 
1h 1 
N | N 
* * 81 
j 11 
; * 
l 59% 
[| © > 
i 1 ' 
is 111] 
rn * . * 
1 
i 
i 
„ 
1 
1 


wb 4 EIS — : 
Q uy * r; * by 8 
** y a 
„ — th *— — * 
— n = - 
bs — 1 bs 
. — I ef —— —— Þ 
n — N * m Py — 
2 9 * _ q 


n 
— Gy Ping 
— — 
— — 


TW. 7 


clearly appear. But as the defender 0 abettors 
of this error, will not eaſily be put to ſilence by 
confutation, it will be replied. to me, that, 


if you have proved na Pariſh Paupers 


proper objects of this charity, you have not 
proved them to be more ſo than perſons: of low. 
and indigent circumſtances. 


My firſt anſwer to this is, that the Propok. 
tion does not go ſo 1 

My ſecond, that, if it did, it 3 be ca able 
of proof; and this, from the much worſe ſitua- 


tion of a Lunatic Pariſh Pauper than that of a 
common Lunatic, which is alrea Nee 59 
for is not ſuch a deplorable object li 


taken more tender care of by a needy parent 


than a thrifty pariſh- officer? Are not even the 


pooreſt cottages more likely to afford him a 

quiet reſidence than of public Workhouſe or 
Houſe of Correction? Where Lunacy is con- 
cerned, it is the caſe of the individual Lunatic, 
and not of the pariſh-officer or parent, that is 


the object of the charity. Let the pariſh 
or parent be unable to maintain him, the one 
for want of proper accommodation, the other 


for want of pecuniary aſſiſtance; is he leſs 


a Lunatic on either ſuppoſition ? Am I aſked 
then “ are perſons in low and indigent circum- 
< ſtances, who have a Lunatic to maintain, not 
* to be preferred in this charity before pariſhes 
ce in the ſame fituation ?” I anſwer, N obe- 
cauſe the care that pariſhes « can give to ſuch an 
object i is as inadequate to his accommodation, 


maintenance and cure, as the care of relations, 
W and in low ee Were 
+ | . Pariſhes 


* . Propolifion 1 and do, A. Propoſition MM... 


WA 870 Fropoßtion I, or rather the original advertiſements 
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ikely to be 
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Pariſhes under a legal neceſſity to relieve their 
Lunatic Paupers to the extent of their wants, 

to afford them medical aſſiſtance, and other 
fuitable accommodations, in this caſe the re- 

verſe might poſſibly be the truth; but at pre- 

ſent, 'viileſs their Lunacy extend to outrage 

and danger, their Pariſhes are under no obliga- 
tion to maintain them but as ordinary Paupers. 
Surely I am now releaſed from the trouble of 


uſing more words to 2 gt this Propoſition 
DOTS TOOL SCOOT 
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PROPOSITION. v. 


The barer of the Afthim has hitherto 
proceeded on that principle or opinion which bas 
” Jt naw been proved fallaciou. ig ine 


yp ſhould. have thought it necolfiry to — 
had recourſe to the books of the Aſylum, and. 
to have taken extracts from them, in order to 
eſtabliſh this fact, if the Phyſician to that 
Hoſpital had not laid me under a particular 
obligation to him for ſaving me the trouble, 
by his having printed a plan for the future 
TH agement a it, and accompanied that plan 
with farther obſervations; by Which means he. 
| 1 furniſhed me with documents, amply Wi 
; ficient for my preſent purpoſe. 
In the plan he has declared himſelf con- 
vinced, te d * no time, the .payments the 
e e 


where Lunatics, as e whether they receive pay from the 
pariſh or not, are ſtated as they ſhould be i in a ſtate o * 
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0 1 to have their expences increaſed, 


te: the Pariſh, Poor mould be MAY as ** 
<« ſuch an alteration the houſe would be imme- 
<« diately, and moſt preſſingly, filled with the 


4 loweſt and 5 of the poor, to the exclu- 


« fon of thoſe of a middling rank and in low 
46 circumſtances, for whom the Aſylum Was 
cc principally. canſtructed, and its govern ment 
planned.“ And again, N « This 7 have cer 
& conſidered as the. Alt of f che inſtitution, and 
I have invariably. conducted it upon that 
ce plan.“ He has next uſed the terms of per- 
ſons of ſuperior condition, and of affluent cir- 
cumſtances, which are not to be found in any 
of the reafons firſt given for promoting the 
original ſubſcription, no other denomifiation of 


patients being there to be found fve that of 


pariſh Lunatics, poor Lunatics, and Lunatics in 
law, middlin 5 or moderate circumſtances. Was. 


In the ſubſequent letter, written in farther 
explanation of this plan, he has faid what al. 


ready has been uote; „and Ras added © that 
to perſons. in low circumſtances or in a mid- 


« Aling rank of life the York Aſylum has been 


of a charity indeed whence I might infer, that 


to Pariſh Lunatics it has been no charity ; in- 


deed! but Ewithhold the inference: My pre- 
ſent bufitiefs being 


only to prove that he has 
mide a diſtinction which the original intention 
of the inſtitution will not Jul AS 

Again, he has = < tlie charitable f Jr 613 
00 man revolts Whe thoſe fa ters” (viz. 758 
ſons in Iow and indigent circum tices) © are 
becauſe 


riſhes are to be relieved.**” © © 
ah, he has condeſcended to admit, ce « that 


* $ce Propoſition 32. 
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< ſhould thefund of the Afylum inerxaſe OY 
6 Nee Its nere chen let pron be re- 


e ence the full effect of - this charity,“ | | fon 
hence I might alſo infer, that the Pariſh Lunatic 
is not a xeal panper, but though the term is 
thus ſhifted from him to the pariſb, yet the reader 
will now of himſelf readily ſet that matter ri * 
and to draw. inferences, I have already fat 
would be here out of place. oi. ein eie Ty 
Iheſe quotations being in his :own- identical 
words, and fully expreſſive of his o.¼n meaning, 
it would be very diſingenuous to ſuppoſe that 
he intended, by them, to contradict that opinion, 
on which the Government of the Aſylum has 
hitherto proceeded, and on which be wiſhes it 
ſtill to proceed. He certainly did not mean it. 
That opinion has, by the former Propoſition, 
been proved to be fallacious. He ſpeaks the 
ſenſe "af the Government of the Aſylum. 
This truth, therefore, is proved without the ne- 
ceſſity of having recourſe to the da Kc. in. 
e in 8 1035; gs e 1. LES wot GY 1,7 
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7 "It preſent weekly WY home: re I: * 
1 for © their el Erinatic Pie has 
hitherto operated, and, if not leſſened, muſt for 
ever operate, to the excluſion of thoſe miſerable 
objects from the common benefit intended thent 2 
the original inflitution of the charity. 


1 has already been more than ſufficiently 
| proved, 


( 14 ) 
proved, that Lunatic Pariſh Paupers were the 
| n ov object of the charity: It has alſo 

ewn, witli the ſame force of argu- 
ment, that they were at leaſt equal, if not 
reater; objects of it than any other inſane per- 
ons;#-and that to relieve Pariſhes from the 

burthen of maintaining them, was a 

tive, in itſelf, defenfible.f - Now if the expotice 
to Pariſhes, on ſending t cirinfane poor to this 
Hoſpital, may, in many caſes, exceed the ex. 
pence of maintaining a common pauper of ſane | 
mind at home, (however diſeaſed in 1 — y) in 
a twofold or threefold proportion, is it likely 
that a thrifty pariſſi officer ſhould ever volun- 
tarily expend ſuch an additional fam ? Will he 
not rather defer advancing it to the laſt poſſible 
moment? And having no proper means of ac- 
commodation, attendance, or medical aſſiſtance, 
may he not protract his ſtay in the Workhouſe 
till that dreadful diſorder has, by time, increaſed 
fo as to become incurable; which; if properly 
attended to at its firſt ſymptoms, igel era, 

have been perfectly. cured. 5 But break we off 
from this hypothetical, yet ſurely probable mode 
of reaſoning, and let us confirm the truth of the 
Propoſition by the following ſhort matter of 
fact, viz, That. at this preſent moment, after 
a ſeries of ten years, during which time the 
Aſylum has opened its arms to embrace every 
iafanc Pons in the kingdom, err are no Py 


og * See Propoſition 1. oe TOY "Tay 
+ see Propoſition 3 Propoſition E 
2 is my own opinion, that recent Lunacy ſtands moſt in need 
edical aſſiſtance, and that it is very ſeldom cured by ſuch 


aſſiſtance when it is confirmed or ef long duration; but thisT 
buwbly ſubmit to he's bekter e of the —_— 
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. 
five confeſſedly Pariſh Paupers on the Calendar :* 
A name which, when given to ſuch a liſt, has 
certainly - peculiar r with reſpect to 
thoſe culprits, who ſtand convicted of the 
unpardonable crime of being Pariſh Lunatics, 
who rob the low and indigent of their more 
material relief, and are. themſelves the loweſt 
and meaneſt mad paupers in the kingdom. 
Were the books of the Afylum examined, 
and the whole number of names of perſons un- 
der this predicament, who have been admitted 
from the beginning, aſcertained, this argument 
might, perhaps, be ſtrengthened by it; but I 
think it ſtrong 'enough to ſupport itſelf. But 
when we are told, that lowering the terms of 
admiſſion would ſerve to introduce the loweſt 
and meaneſt of the poor, it will follow, that the 
preſent” weekly payments are exacted with a 
view to their excluſion, which is the point to 


lt may be here neceſſary to obſerve, that an advertiſement 
was inſerted in the York Courant, dated Sept. 22, 1772, directed 
to all the Conſtables, Churchwardens, and Overſeers of the 
Poor, within the county or precindt of York,” and requeſting 
4 ſome one of them to tranſmit on or before the gth of the fol- 
«lowing November, an account of the number of perſons who 
< by Lunacy or otherwiſe were then furioufly:mad within, be- 
„ longing to, claiming ſettlement in, or becoming chargeable to, 
<« their reſpective Townſhips, Pariſhes, &c. &c. and proper ob- 
_ « jets tobe ſent to an Hoſpital, if erected and endowed.” The 
purpoſe of making and publiſhing this requeſt is in the ſame ad- 
vertiſement declared to be“ in order to form a better judgment 
© of the real utility of ſuch a charity in this county, or Lars. 
_ © neſs of ſuch an edifice, if neceſſary to be erected. By a ſuble- 
quent advertiſement, dated Nov. 9, 1772, it appears that the 
number of Lunatics returned ifi the county of York, exceeded 
ee what was imagined.” If, therefore, the number of Pariſti Lu- 
natics within che County only, was at that time ſo great as to 
exceed expettation, what ſhall we ſay to the ſubſequent manage- 
ment of the Hoſpital, when confined to no diftrift and extend- 
ing its arms to every quarter of his Majeſty's dominions, five 
individuals only of this deſcription at the preſent time reap any 
benefit from a Charity originally ſo well intended, 
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after this, prove B either not fray; 
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CC 
to pay more than the Law will oblige then to, 
or the Fuftices of the Peace, at thar diſcretion, 


will levy upon them, is nd froud. 


I uſe the word fraud here, becauſe it has been 
in my hearing, uſed on this very queſtion: But 
leſt my veracity. ſhould be doubted: on the 
point, Iwill only reaſon upon. it as I did in the 
third Propoſition, and prove ſuch aſſiſtance 

gefenſible. And, to do ſo, Iwill put the follow- 


ing caſe: A is a pariſh Lunatic, whom B, the 


Squire of the, Pariſh, thinks might be cured, 


ox, if a dangerous Lunatic, ought to be confined; 


CC, the Overſeers of the Poor, do not chuſc 
to be at the expence of ſending him to the 
Afylum; B offers to aſſiſt them, either out of 


his own purſe, or by raiſing à contribution 
among his neighbours, on condition they ſhall 


L 7 
: 


BY "two or three ſhillings weekly to the Afy- 


um, and that the remaining weekly expence 


hall be defrayed inthe manner aboye ſpecified. 


4 


In this caſe A is taken out of the Workhouſe, 
and ſent to the Afylum, C C are no further 
burthened with him than they would be if the 


Lunatic were only a common pauper 
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In au babe ber caſe it can oy < . 5 
_ Patifh Lunatic Papers, or thoſe in low 
and indigent circumſtances are mainta ed in the 
Aſylum; either by individual in good circum- 
ances or by charitable Denton. the weekly 
2 fa y of t the A Patients, thoug 9] under different de- 
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N 5 Toa one 515 pays its l Leatt 
maintenance? But is this à difference wor- 
thy of conſideration? Let thoſe who think ſo, re- 
0 turn a to the 3d Propoſition: To prove 1 


( 18 ) 
Kill more fully, I will produce the following 
fact: 
It waz aid i in date vindication pf the plan 
before quoted, that the wife of a poor Curate 
ſtands now on the Aſylum books, at the weekly 
pay of four ſhillings." My reflection on firſt 
reading this, was, thaf I would with it were 
leu Lbave-fince. found that ſom other 
perſons have not only reflected, but acted on 
Fa reflection. I meant to have. done ſo too, but 
rſt thought 1 it Ant to 8 to Mr. Faſtburn 
a ecretar the naine and. cireum- 
_ of db pr poor Cure. The name was 
n me, and on A circu 8p mos re- 
Fay 


rk 
hem e for” patient in 7 
E ie 2 arly and” quarterly paid. 


85. eme ab Lelent charger of the hu. 
babd, büt cbuld not as a certainty tell me, whe . 

cher he "was in any manner affiſted on this c= 

caſion- As'that* i point to Which 
mh enquiries tended, Ideſt 5 lim to write'to 

Hit for the pütpofe. He'did ſo immniedtately, 

_ m His. nfver which I have lately ſec 
and which in the” kaineſt atid fimpl Grd 
_ exhibits n „gratitude, good ſenſe, and 
humanity, Irn Op at he has been for he . 

puri afliltec by the” gentletnen, Kc. of his het 

6 eee in Hampfſiire; that of the 

he has n ben Pounds in batik, for - 

enhance f his wife, And 75 . 

5 ons next ſummer of pofl 
& eſtate of 5 8 450 20l, per 2 

70 be able to bear th > Exyence Wage 
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turns his ſincereſt thanks to the Governors of 
the Aſylum, for the indulgence they have ſhewn 
him, in taking e Weekly ſhilling in 
their laſt quarterly bill, w ich 1 Te is dated 
Vork, January 14, 1788, juſt nine days after the 
Phyſician had made this charitable indulgence 
of the Goyernors, for the ſupport of his own 
cauſe, firſt public. An anecdote which to. the 
attentive reader, may perhaps ſeem ſomewhat | 
RPA . orig 5d cio ahem 
But ta apply this caſe to the proof of the Pro- 
poſition,;which can only be done by compariſon, 
| T How it to be truly pitiable, and whether by 
_ contribution, or otherwiſe, worthy of relief; but 
is that of the Pariſh Lunatic leſs fo? the Curate's 
wite and this other perſon, are both Lunatics; 
neither of them can be ſupported but by greater 
benevolence than the pariſh, will ſhew or the 
Curate can provide, and both are actually ſup- 
Ported for the molt part by ſuch benevolence. 
The perſons who contribute are in affluent cir- 
cumſtances, both in the real, and the ſuppoſed 
_ caſe, neither the Curate or the Pariſh are ſo 
burthened as to exclude the. patients :* The 
weekly. pay, therefore, of theſe differently de- 
nominated Lunatics, ought. to be preciſely the 
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My Orphan Lunatic, mentioned in the preface, is a caſe 
It max poſſibly be objected, that the ſtate of the Pariſh Lu- 
natic is preferable. to that of the Individual in low and indigent _ 
Circumſtances, inaſmuch as the pariſh©is compelled by law to 
contribute to his maintenance, though not in ſuch a manner as to 
ſecure the benefit, of attendance and medical affiftance ſuitable to 
his peculiarly - War“ ſituation; whereas the individual may 
find it ditficult,, if not impoſſible, to raiſe a weekly ſum equal to 
what is allowed by the paxiſh officer, and, conſ ently, require a 
- greater contribution from the truly humane than the nn : 
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| Hayingnowbrought my pr66fss fuck a point 
as determines the diſtinction that has been made 
between Lunatic Pariſh Paupers and other Lu- 
natic Poor, to be worſe than nugatory, becauſe 
ſubverſive of the original intention of the cha. 
rity, 1 might here drop the pen, Which has 
done all that I pledged myſelf to the public it 
ſhould do; eſpecially as f am even now not 
without ſome glimpſe of hope, that, if the 
Governors (Who, it is faid, at the next general 
meeting, are to determine on this important 
matter) do me the honour to give what I have 
already written, a previous reading, they will 
mot, as matter of mere'compliment afford the 
Phyſician's projected Plan, fo far at leaſt as Pariſh 
Lunatics are concerned in it, their hearty ſanc- 
tion. Yet, as I am well aware that many 


ſpecious arguments have been, and may be again 


'brought forward to vindicate the meaſure; 
I have, in my own mind, weighed their nature 
and tendency, and think they may all be re- 
duced to three kinds: 1. Arguments drawn, 
from Precedent—2dly, From Neceſſity—zdly, 


From Expediency. Of theſe ſuch as have hither- 


to occurred to me, or ſeem likely hereafter to 


occur, I ſhall here take notice of in their order, 


To which I anſwer, that although it poſſibly may be true in fome 
few inſtances, yet it is not ſufficient to eſtabliſh of itfelf a general 


rule; but I wiſh the reader to have recourſe ts what was admit- 


"ted as à general truth in Propofition 4, and he will there find, 
that the proſpect of the Pariſh Pauper, merely as ſuch, receiving 


additional contributions, is very ſmall indeed, when compared 


with that of the individual unrelieved by any Pariſh. 


and 


1 
N. 1 


62 


and this to avoid all future trouble of replics- 
tion and rejoinder. 1 7 


1. As an argument from Precedent; it has 
| pen faid in a newſpaper paragraph, A cor- 
* reſpondent, who has lately viſited St. Luke's 
«Hoſpital: in London, informs us, that no 
« patients arè there kept longer than one year; 
after which, if not el, they are either 
e turned out, or put upon the incurable fund, at 
five ſhillings per week, where they are kept 
during life. By a late regulation of that 
6 charity, pariſh poor are not permitted to re- 
ee formerly, the benefit of the incurable 
e fund, it being now the intention of the 
. Governors to beſtow it only upon thoſe who 
are in low circumſtances, and who pay for 
« themſelves. "Our correſpondent calls elisa 
« enfibie and humane alteration. “?“? 
Here, then, we ſee the preſent government of 
St. Luke's Hoſpital produced as an argument 
againſt what, it was ſuſpected might be ſaid, 
ought to be the government of theYorkLunatic 
Hoſpital. But to give any rational efficacy to 
this and every other argument of the kind, it 
muſt be firſt. ſhewn, that the inſtitutions intend- 
ed to be brought! into competition are preciſely 
ſimilar; and even if this can be done, what will 
be the reſult? Will any of the foregoing Pro- 
poſitions be the leſs true, becauſe any other Hoſpi- 
tal or Hoſpitals have acted on different princi- 
ples? And, in ſayi ying this, I do not think that I 
impeach. the ſagacity by which any of theſe 
Hoſpitals is governed. I can eaſily conceive, 
though I cannot point them out, many diſcri- 
minations that may ariſe'from ſituation, inſti. 
tution, finances, and even charter. All that I 
Pretend to * is, the * inſtitution gu 
tne 


—_—— 
* . 


—— — 


— re woes 2 


2 * —＋ - N — 


— — 
— * — 
e * ow 
\ 2 > 


= — 5 * 7 NON 
<4 4 ak . F * = 
3 2 - I 
— —_—— * "_ 
r ; zz _— K 


2 


— Ph 
3 nach > 


» wy» - x 
Kia 


bro % . 
DT TS 5 wow — — —ͤd — * 


r 12 
— ——— . La. 
r 4 AIP) 

Ts N * 2 


— — ä 
— a * r 1 
n — DRE” — rr 
2 — 2 1 : 

-— + = '» 


— — 4 — ” — 
_—_— TIES >» 


9 N ad Lak * 
os 8 

— vow” * ————— — ne», af 
III Ie MAE, iid 


I - = — = - - - 
- 8 8 ">. 

- — * 2 — — N 
| — — 

. ͤͤ FE 
3 — 
4 
* F wn 


— 
— 


— 
——————_ 


—— 


N 
1 
| 
| 
i 


— —— 


— . ome ret HER Oe JO. Gp FIPS. 0 on re” 
” ” —— 


——— — 
— gt — 


— 
— 
— — 


— — 


—— 
—— — 


* — — - 


— 


__ . 
- py "EC 


— 
Y — SE : 
— — ä —— — —— — 
2 — 6. — T 
* — — — 
— — — Di N 


——— ———_—_—_—— 
het U— 

—— py 

—> — 


> => mL 7 =" bes . — 7 Ry SY. 7 7 
5 = Y 2 
- 


— * — = wy" —— — 


—ͤ—ł — — 
— 


— — » = Jo * 
— _ = F, 2 SPI JH us = 
, Be br 1 — 
* 


(=) 
he York Hoſpital founded by acer to 
at only my reaſonings are meant to 9 APP! y, and 


Lamm CONFIRGSdly inced, that no arguments, drawn from 
the preceden cog othe ie tal 2 Faſt in any ſort 


- affect. hate. he 2 thouſand, 


therefore, to be-produced 1, inland pf this ſingle 


one, I ſhquld, diſmil chem all in the large, as 


foreign to the quaſtipn, i ig, 
16 Pert But arguments drawn 1 N en 
re, a different treatment, and ſhall have a 


More minute dae e . They muſt, how- 
ever; on this ſubject, neceſlarily have. their | 


foundation on one, ever to. be adorned, 
Error in-principia; I mean that. inordinate Waſte 


Cf the Public, Money, which Was incurred by 


the purchaſe of, the ground, and, that ſtill more 


enormous expence of the Edifice it itſelf, in which 


ſplendour and gſtentation were aimedat, where 


convenience and privacy ought only to have 


been conſulted; and a manſion, which, out of 


compaſſion to the unhappy ines and their 


friends, ought to have been veiled by a per- 
petual ſhade, was taught to perk itſelf up with 
all the effromery of the villa of a.Nabob.* For 


+ The fituation choſen was ftill more "objectionable than Ur 
wh of thoſe original errors. Ground, I am well informed, 
isbt have been purchaſed, Which lay conveniently. near the 
ounty Infirmary, at a much cheaper fate than was given for 
that on , which the' Lunatic Aſylum now ſtands. Proximity of 
place was ſurely flevoully to be wiſhed, with regard to the 44 | 


buildings ;. when 1 7 gians and Surgeons (I write, according 
the original notion, i 


the plural number) who had, from the 5 tt 
opening of the Infirmary, attended: there gratis, might reaſonably 


be expe to give, the Lunatic Hoſpital the ſame gratuitous at- 


tention : The preſent. 2 and inconvenient diſtance of the 


5 Hoſpitals muſt ever be ſome obſtacle to this, and, we know, it 


Was particularly ſo at the firſt ; for when the preſent Phyfician |; 
took it under his immediate direction, he e foungl.it it convenient to 
withdraw his medical affiſtance from the Infirmary, by which | 


; ws bene a — b which it has ſilt to pre” 
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this gdodiy purpoſe the original ibſcripticn 
which was no leſs than 5690l. was fofar ue” 
ed, that the fund was not then able to finiſh” 
and furniſu the houſe within which it had made 


ſo unneceflarily pompous without." This, hows 
ever, ſupplies Neceſhty-with her firſt'a _— 4 


argue very juſtly; that it was impoſſible, Ayr dt 
W ſtatiees, for 8 to admit 
any, even the pboreſt patients, without a Weck. 
1 Payment, which might ſufficiently maintain ' 
> 'Tothis the ſubſcribers filently aſſelltell, 
abd however indignant mary of them might Nat. 
ly have been at the wretched waſte of their ub. 
ſcription money, yut, finding the evil withoułim- 
mediate redreſs>they waited patiently till freſh ' 
contributions Mculd come in, either by legacy 
or donation, which might fdrnith ſuch a fund as 
would mike the building ROS it was now, 
e of Lod and Boarding, but an Ho/pith! 
1 4 40 ſenſe of tle” — 22 
Holp ta, io fir'asdts-circuqnlladdes would ad- 
mie, Mek as the County Infifthary Had för Fears 
— Where patierits were, exebpt à fmafl de. 
poſit in caſe 6f burial, adinittedipraric; and where 
Phyſicians und Surgeons alſo attended profile, © 
Nor was tlle preſs idle in flattering them into 
ſuch a future hope, thoughiar/the fame” time if” 
tacitly (if the prefs-ean ever'be ſaid todo an 
thing + iveitly9! laid à foundation for that very. 
different Thing from an Hoſpital, to which | 
building was; when matters were ripe for it, 12 
tended te bemetamorphoſed.®: For this purpUꝰð˖ỹ 
it-was faid in che aeedum publiſhed May 177 
as a matter proper to remark, © That no Phyſi- 
« clan or IM: will receive eher ire or re. 


gee Deen a. 


| « wang * 
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Ward, as long as the Hoſpital continues to re- 
ceive only Paupers or perſons indlow and in- 
Adigent circumſtances, agreeab e to the original 
r Neſign of this charity. Here a foundation 
was: laid for receiving fees. and rewards when 
the: Hoſpital ſhould receive affluent patients, no: 
agreeable to the original deſign of this charity. 
But, to return from what, However pertinent, 
may perhaps he deemed a digreſſion, I anſwer 
this palmary argument, drawn from Neceſſity 
in the following manner. Senn geen 
allow it to be very true that the Hoſpital 
could not admit patients at the time ſpeciſied 
without making them pay not only for their 
board, lodging, and waſſ ing, ut even for 
their very medicines. Vet does it, or can it 
from hence follow, that they muſt continue ſuch 
payment for ever? No ſurely; ſays Neceſſity, it 

15 not; meant that they ſhould; for, Pariſh Pau- 
«« pers only excepted, Perſons of indigent. cir» ;; 

** cumſtances have found the Aſylum a charity 
<< indeed!”” Their ꝓay has been in ſome caſes / 
greatly lowered ;; three; even ſo low. as four 
; laing per week; But to lower them much 
more will be impracticable, becauſe this cha- 
rity is an eſtabliſhment without a fund.“ Here 
Neceſſity ſtarts a new argument, which I ſhould 
be at 2. loſs to anſwer, did not the paper from 
Which I collect it, inform me, that the Friends 
of the patients “ pay a weekly ſum ſuitable 

to their abilities, by Which means the in- 
„ digent are relieved at the expence of the 
| « affiuent”? Are they ſo? What, then, can this - 


ſuperabundant expence of the afluent be deem- 
5 Fu 4 1 1 OY wh 2 18 8 MIO 1774. FIT 2 ed | 


1 Of1 | 
V gee the original account of the Afylum for laſt year; pub- 
. liſhed January 1, 1788, which calls that charity expreſsly * An 
© Eſtabliſhment evithout a Fund.“ N 
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ed other than a fund (a precarious one indeed! ) 


: fon the relief of the indigent? Yet 1 as it 


may be, it is even now deemed ſufficient (if only 


thoſe reaſonable fees which the Phyſician has 


been requeſted to receive, be added to it) not 


_ only to PAY two annual falaries, amounting in 
the who 


hole to three hundred pounds, but alſo ſuf- 
ficient to relieve all indigent paupers, that are 


at preſent, or may in future become objects of 


the charity, Pariſh Lunatics always only ex- 
cepted. How fügen from this doctrine is 
that which was held out only five years ago in 
an advertiſement prefixed to a ſermon preached 
for the benefit of the charity, by a relation of 

the Phyſician's, and who can hardly be ſup- 

poſed to have written it himſelf, or have print- 


ed it without the Phyſician's immediate appro- 


bation.* In this we find it declared, that the 


Vork Lunatic Aſylum was erected with a view 


<« to diſcourage the lower kind of madhouſes.” + 
*A ſermon preached in 1782, at St. Michael Le Belfrey, by | 
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x was diſmiſſed ; and hom difmiſſed? With 
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(For to rival the higher was then, though per- 
haps in -ontemplation, not ripe for avowal.*) 
It is further ſaid, that the preſent expence to 
< each patient is eight ſhillings per week, but as 
cc ſoon as a fund can be raiſed by the liberality 
© of the public, the payment will be lowered.” 
It is plain, from hence, that a fund was at leaſt 
to be hoped for at that period; and it is plain, 
on the very principles of the Phyſician's plan, 
that ſuch a fund is now actually obtained. A 
fund, from whatever ſource it ariſes, is ſtill a 
fund; and that, ſurely, which can afford to pay 
«three hundred pounds in falaries, to two per- 
ſons only, cannot be deemed inconſiderable. 
But to extinguiſh this objection at once: The 
Phyſician himſelf has repeatedly called this iden- 
tical ſource a fund. The fact is, that this charity 
(ſuppoſing it to be af firſt eſtabliſhed without a 
5 pre i fund, 
a penſion of 20l. per annum for life, and with leave to take with him 
ſuch of his own patients as then remained in the houſe. He is now 
n his 77th year, but im the full vigor of all bis faculties, and except 
a natural 4iminution of bodily ſtrength, as competent to ſuper- 


intend ſuch an Hoſpital as ever. He ſtill, in the ſuburbs of York, 
keeps a few patients, as many as his neat but ſmall cottage will 


permit him to keep, and in the greateſt order and decency. 
| Many remarks might be made on this anecdote, but I only pro- 


poſe this ſingle queſtion: Was his diſmiſſion the beſt way of dif- 
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couraging Private Madhoufes? _. VVV 
© , * It was not till the year 1584 that this avowal was made, and 
then in terms properly cautious, In the order itſelf, perſons of 
| better condition were put in oppoſition to perſons of low con- 

dition; when in fact the door was opened to real affluent patients, 
. which as the Phyfician remarks, was a humane though not quite 

_ _ equitable idea, becauſe for a whole year after fuch a change, no 
fees could as of right be taken from perſons of this deſcription; 

this matter was however adjuſted at the next General Meeting, 

- , fince which fees and funds may, if they pleaſe, play into one 
. anothers hands, and equity and humanity overlook the game. 

- | + © In return for the abolition of fees, I adviſed, that the pay- 
6 ment of the affluent patients ſhouſd be increaſed for the bene- 
fit. of the general fund —-and from the fund thus conſtituted, 
recommended an equitable and determinate fum, to be given 
c to the Phyfician for his care and attention.” See Dr. H.'s 
letter to the Governors of the Lunatic Aſylum, Jan. 5, 1788. 


(39. ); 
fund, which is contrary to what the original 
ſubſcribers expected it would be, who ſurely” 
did not ſubſcribe for a mere building) has now 
in poſſeſſion three different funds; one confiſt- 

ing of money funded ; another of the joint do-- 
nations of the late Dowager Lady Gower, and 
Mrs. Bourchier ;+ and a third ariſing from the 
fees and weekly payments of the affluent already 


on 


cified, belides what is in Bankers hands for 
additional buildings, Astotheincorporationand' 
future direction of theſe three funds, are they 
not written in the plan and letters of the Phy- 
ſician? to which J refer ſuch of my readers as 
1 Some of my readers, particularly thoſe who have ſtndied the 
Phyſician's plan, may blame me for not having more minutely 
inquired into the nature of the Dowager Lady Gower's donation, 
eſpecially as in one ofthe annual accounts, it is ſaid, that it went 
towards defraying the expences of the honſe,”” while the Phy- 
ſician's Letter aſſerts, that, with Mrs. Bourchier's, it was to be ap- 
plied © to the benefit of "thoſe patients who do not receive any 
«Pariſh relief.” Theſe two accounts of the matter are certainly 
widely different, but as they could not be reconciled without 
having recourſe to the books of the Aſylum, and as the way o 
argument, which I had preſcribed to myſelf, had more to do with 
the natural reaſon of things, than any particular deviation from 
ſuch reaſon, I content myſelf with ſaying on that ſubject, by way 
of argument a priori, drawn from her Ladyſhip's uncommon 
ſagacity and penetration, that it was impoſſible, had the original 
inſtitution of the Hoſpital been fully ſtated to her, ſhe could have 
excluded Pariſh Lunatic Paupers from an equal ſhare of her be- 
nevolence.. Endued with a ftrength of underſtanding beyond the 
majority of her own or the other lex, and with a liberality of ſen- 
timent, reſulting from that underſtanding, this excellent woman 
deſpiſed every ing that was trivial or partial in the diſtribution 
of that great charitable ſum which devolved to her from her anceſ- 
tor, This I fay from perſonal conviction, for as ſhe, for many 
years, honoured me with her friendſhip, ſo let me boaſt, that ſhe 
made me, not unfrequently, her almoner; knowing, therefore, by 
this means, how coolly ſhe deliberated, before ſhe diſpenſed her 
bounty, Ican pronounce, to a certainty, that imperfect information, 
and that alone could ever have turned her charity from the right 
Channel; of miſapprehenſion, her ſupreme judgment rendered 
her incapable. This true culogium of the late Lady Gower, I 
could wiſh: might be circulated beyond the limits of ſo local a 
publication as the preſent, from the very nature of its ſubject, 
muſt unqueſtionably bee T 
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occaſionally quoted, ſhall now be more minute- 
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that, however they may be hereafter incor- 
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tain individuals, as has hitherto taken place 


and of which inſtances have been. 1 will. 


5e ſo far leſſened, that pariſhes 


Ss + + 


unfortunately ſubſiſts no law ta compel them, 
it is evident they will never ſend them in that 
early 1 5 of the diſeaſe, when alone a cure can 
reaſonably be expected. In one word, making 


| uſe of a ſenſible expreſſion of the Truſtees of the 


of no doubt, © whether an Hoſpital may de- 


« ſerve that naine, into which none can be ad- 
« mitted without paying, in ſome meaſure, for 


* 4 


4 
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3. Turning nowfromtheargumentofNeceſſity, 


I proceed to conſider ſome of the pleas of Ex 


diency. The following comes clearly under this 
deſcription, v that to requce the payment made 
by the pariſhes for: their inſane poor would 
open a door for the entrance of all the idiots; 


e bedridden, diſeaſed, and incurable mad pau- 


« pers in the kingdom.“ It is, therefore, if true, 
certainly inexpedient that ſuch à door ſhould 
be opened, This argument, . though Before 


iy 


See an account of the Maucheſter Lunatic Hoſpital, 277% 


Page 8. 
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y coniſidered; and as different deſcriptions. of 
perſorts are here enumerated, T Hall confider 
each in their order,” WW 
1. Hiots, as they are not welded as one of 
che original objeas of this charity, 2007 or 
that very reaſon, be excluded from it. 
been told, indeed, that the expediency of drei 
| admiffion has been occaſionally debated ; but 1 
nter not into fach debate. I only intimate, 28 
ny den private ſentiment, that 'confd theſe 
vety pitiable objetts receive the benefit of this; 
or any other charitable place of reception, 7 
Would Fladly, either by annual fubſcription or 
otherwiſe, contribute towards their mainte: 
nance, in order that they might be removed 
from the priblic eye, and prevented from 
continuing 3 of the deepeſt miſery. 
Thie public fpirited Dean of St. Patrick's, we 
Enow founded an Hoſpital, for fools as well as 
mad, which has laſted more than ten years 
thrice told without any deviation from its pri- 
mary inſtitution: And were any additional 
| vullding to the York Afylum projected for the 
feparatè reception of Idiots, I am perſwaded it 
would meet the wiſhes, and receive the dona- 
tions of mary benevolent Chriſtians. For, tired 
A Kya of them may be, of contributing to 
5m public charities on account of their ma- 
fat Se perverfions, yet they would reflect that 
n Charity of this kind is lefs Hkely to be per- 
verted (in certain reſpedts) thin any other, 
For, a8 in the cafe of Idiots, medical aſſiſtance 
cannot poſſibly be much wanted, fees and ſalaries 
to Ph e and Apothecaries can never be 
obtruded n 
IS. Bech laden Pariſh Lunatics, I cannot 
aße et that many of them would be forced up- 
"ON 


” 


( 3 ) 


on the Aſylum, becauſe the very term implies— 1 
that they have loſt either the 1 of 1 8 
ene, or ſo nearly, as to be no ver erous 
or improper inmates of a common Workhouſe. 
But ſuppoſe the contrary, a ſingle relation. or. 
order of the general meeting, provided it does 
not counteract the origi 7155 intention, would 
1 5 reclude even an attempt to ſend them 
om neighbouring pariſhes; and is it to be be- 
lieved, that the . of their journey would © 
not of itſelf deter thoſe at a greater diſtance. 
from making ſo unprofitable an attempt ? {ES 
3. But where di/ca/e, either acute or chroni- 
cal, is ſu 4 to ſo deplorable a malady as 
Lunacy, I muſt own Ilook upon this as a reaſon 
4 fortiori for the admiſſion of ſuch peculiarly 
unhappy objects into every Lunatic Hoſpital; 
Nor can there be any conceivable reaſon againſt 
it, except in a caſe where that Hoſpital may be 
under the ſole direction of a Phyſician incapable 
of wy”: any other diſeaſe but Lunac 
43. Let me now conſider the laſt Wh ecies of 
chat deſperate invaders—the 1 Mad 
Paupers. Here as the epithet Mad ſeems to be 
put emphatically, I am at a loſs to determine 
its preciſe ſigniſication. If it means incurable 
Lunacy without intervals, I have only to ſup- 
poſe, that perſons of ſuperior eds 14M as well 
as abſolute pariſh paupers, may be afflicted with 
the very ſame ſtate of phrenzy, and therefore, 
in juſtice, they. ought | boch to be excluded equal- 
ly, which, I fear, may hereafter tend to make 
the newly invented fund ſtill more precarious. 
But, ſays Expedien Jo it is from the num- 
bers, not the ſpecies of Lunatics, coming from 
all parts: of the kingdom that this danger is to 
N ee. My anſwer to this will be 


given 


(8. 

. 7 merely by repeating what I have already 
aid in the caſe of Bedridden Patients. An or- 
der, as exigency may prompt, from the gene- 

ral meeting will effectually prevent this. Or- 
ders of this kind have already done matters 
full as peremptory and abſolute: They have, 
contrary to the intent of the e ſubſcrt- 
bers, opened the arms of the Hoſpital to em- 
| brace more than the county of Vork, even every 


Lunatic in his Majeſty's dominions;“ they have 
requeſted the Phyſician to take fees, before the 
weekly payment of the poorer patients were 
uniformly and effectually lowered; nay, they 


In the year 3777, at à general meeting of the ſubſcribers, it 
was, for the firſt time, reſolved, that patients from other parts 
of the kingdom ſhould be admiſſible into the Hoſpital; this per- 
- miſſion, however, was not without its limitations, for the order 
is that the Aſylum be deemed An Effabli/hment for the County 
„ York, with liberty to the Governors to admit patients from 
other counties or places, on extraordinary occaſions.” A ma- 
nifeſt preference is here reſerved to this county Notwithſtand- 
ing which, the Pariſh Lunatics of the county of York are now 

obliged to ſurrender their eſtabliſhment, and give way to Luna- 
ties in low, and perhaps in affluent, circumſtances. It may not 
de amiſs in this place to obſerve, that fo ſoon as this limited order 
was made, the liberality of the Aſylum in opening its arms tore- 
- ceiveall the Lunatics in the Britiſh Empire was conſtantly boaſted 
in every annual account of the State of the Hoſpital ; but it has 
never till now been. queſtioned whether theſe metaphorical arms 
muſt not of neceſſity be confined within thoſe unmetaphorical and 
ſolid out walls of brick, which include the apartments within them. 
Will theſe dilate themſelves for a purpoſe of ſuch magnitude? In 
other Hoſpitals, when all the apartments are filled, it is the uſual, 
and, indeed, neceſſary practice to refuſe new inmates till vacan - 
cies happen; and if the county of York be able to fill them 
with its own Lunatics, the occaſion muſt be very extraordinary, 

page which ſhould take from it the preference which this or- 
der ge, TM „ 
_.._ +I preſume to notice this, although the ſignature of an Arch- 
biſhop is affixed to the order to which I allude. Yet when I 
confider that his Grace was not promoted to the ſee of York till 
five years after the firſt propoſals for erecting the Hoſpital iſſued, 
it is probable, that, when he figned that order, he might not 
have had ſo perfect a conception of the original inſtitution of the 
charity, as I flatter myſelf he will have, if he does me the honour 
to glance his eye over theſe few Pages. e 


— 


have 


. 3) 


all others, without ever co deſcending to en- 
quire whether: the reſt of the York. pradtifing 
County -Infirmary, attend the Aly lum gratis: 

This, ſurely, is fufficient to ſatisfy Expediency 


on this VVV 3 
not be ſatisſied ſo eaſily; ſhe has 


a certain argument ſtill in reſerve, Which J 
will venture to bring forward; but without 
chuſing to confute it: It 18 this, .* the 499, ge- 
will be the ſtrongeſt obſtacle to the frequent 
& admittance of perſons of ſuperior condition, 
from -whom only the fund for ſalaries is to be 
ce expected. People of ſuperior condition, 
| When lane, We know, are not very fond af 
mixing with their inferiors—inſanity, indeed, 
may poſſibly take away the power of making 
the diſtinction; but putting themſelves out of 
the queſtion, their friends and relations, who 
muſt alſo be ſuppoſed perſons of ſuperior con- 
dition, will probably have an equal reluctancy. 
And, I own, ſince I firſt became acquainted 
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* This is only an inference from the ſtate of the Hoſpital, and 
-the,claim of a ſalary to the Phyſician, whom we muſt, therefore, 
* ſuppoſe to have ſame uppubliſhed appointment in his hands, for 
| 5 855 it is not to be imagined that he would in his plan aſſume 
this excluſive character. In March, 1774, the general meeting 4 

appointed a committee, to conſiſt of ſubſcribers of zcl. together 
with the practiſing Phyſicians in Vork,“ and to that very 
meeting a ſcheme, for the Conduct of the Hoſpital, was returned 
under the ſignatures of Dr: Hunter, Dr: Swainſton, Dr. Withers, 

and the late Dr. Wallis: Salaries are there recommended, under 
the name of Wages to the Servants of the Hoſpital ; and for the 

: houſe Apothecary, on a ſuppoſition of fifty-four patients at 6s. 

per week, the annual ſum of gol. is deemed ſufficient, but no 

: ſyNable* appears reſpectiyg 2% Phyfician's Wages, nor have we 


» 


been able ſince to find any authorized diſmiſſal bf the other prac- 


— 


tifing Phyſicians from their gratuitous attendance upon the un. 
happy inmates of this uon charity, © Oe 
. wh with 


5 4 90 
With the change made in 1774, tending to 
the adtniſſion of aflluent patients, I haye fre- 
quently thought that the name of Aſylum 
came too near to the idea of an Hoſpital, to 
make it well reliſned by perſons of ſuperior 
condition, and, therefore, have thought that 
now it ought to have a new appellative, and 
IHE LUNATIC HOTEL; | 
which would effectually remove all prejudices of 
that kind: Yet I humbly ſubmit the idea to 
thoſe whom it may moſt concern, For my- 
ſelf, I am perfectly convinced, that unleſs this 
argument. be permitted to operate, in its full 
extent, and to the utter excluſion of Pariſh 
Paupers, no certain ſalary in perpetuo can be 
ſecured to the Phyſician's ſueceſſors, for whom 
and for whom ſolely, I am convinced he has 
relinquiſhed his fees for one whole year, and 
thrown them into the general fund, by way of 
experiment. I have it in doubt, I muſt own, 
whether an experiment of one year, or even of 
ten, may be ſo deciſive in this point, as to 
afford ſufficient data for the governors to 
found a reſolution upon which is to operate ſo 
loygasthebuilding is inhabited: So long, indeed, 
as a Phyſician of ſuperior eminence in his profeſ- 
lion (as at preſent) attends Lunatics of ſuperior 
condition, I have not a fear of its ſucceſs; but 
a ſucceſſor not poſſeſſing that ſuperior ſkill, may 


*The fees from the poor are diſavowed, and there is no 
ground to believe the Governors ever meant the Phyſician to 
have them ; from whom, then, are they to ariſc ? from the rich 
inmates of an Hoſpital! If, therefore, from theſe, fees are to 
ariſe, it is a private matter between the Phyſician and the 
friends of the rich, and ſhould not be transferred to the truſt, 
which ought not, ſurely, to incumber itſelf with any ſuch tranſ- 


tax 3: 


; eduſe a decreaſe in the number ef affluent pa- 
tients; and when I further conſider that this 
ſucceſſor, on account of that conſiderable ſalary 
annexed to his office, cannot be nominated with- 
out a previous election, it is to be ſuſpected, that 
the ideas of Whig and Tory, or ſome ſimilar 
party diſtinctions at the time, may operate more 
on the minds of the electors with reſpect to the 
qualifications of the ſeveral candidates than 
medical ſkill and antimaniacal ſcience. The 
conſequence then, muſt certainly be, that, af- 
fluent patients becoming leſs numerous, the 
fund, in a few years, will become too ſmall to 


pay even the Apothecary's penſion, much leſs 
that of the Phyſician. If, then, that Phyſician 


be not either able or willing to make a ſacrifice 
of his falary, the poorer ſpecies of Lunatics (if, 
at the time, any ſhould be found in the Place) 
muſt be loſt to all medical affiſtance.* 

HFaving now conſidered all the principal pleas 
that either have been, or may probably be 
urged by Neceſſity or Expediency, in order to 

defend that great deviation from the original 

deſign of the . Tenge which has, by 2 
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5 On this account, I aminclined to agree in opinion with one 
of Dr. Hunter's reſpectable correſpondents that inſtead of the 
s jatended new erection, and in lieu of falary for the Phyſician, 
<« 2a ſmall houſe” (I would rather have it a large one) ſhould he 
6e built for the reception of a few patients of better condition. 
e This to be at the diſpoſal of the Phyſician, he paying a rent 
« for it, and finding his own ſervants and all family expences.” 
(See Dr. Hunter's ſecond Letter, ſecond edition folio, for it is 
not in the firſt, which was publiſhed in the newſpapers) and I 
-am the more inclined to favour this ingenious idea, becauſe it is 
the quickeſt way of building a private Madhouſe, with money 
that apparcntly belongs to nobody, and which, to the amount 
of x1961. 188. 114d. lies now in the Banker's hands. But my 
chief partiality to this ſcheme is, that it will prevent the Aſylum 
from changing its name, and be itſelf, with ſtill more propriety, 


«Filled the LUNATIC HOTEL FOR PERSONS OF CONDL- 
TION onh, 
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taken place in its conduct, I will conclude j in 
the following hypothetical manner. : 
_ + Suppoſe then, my-impartial and unprejudiced 4. 
reader! that when that original advertiſement 
was drawn up, which has been quoted in my 
firſt Propoſition, one in the n terms 
had been publiſhed in its ſtead. | 
"ADVERTISEMENT. Ele ds 
10855 ble that perſons in affluent 9 and 
of ſuperior: condition might; keep their relations or 1 
friends, who have the migortune to be diſordered in | 
their ſenſes, at a much cheaper rate than they can | 
now do in any place of private confinement in the king- 
dom ; we, the Nobility, Gentry, and. Clergy of the 
county of York, propoſe to enter into @ voluntary ſub. 
ſcription towards erecting a very elegant building for 
that purpoſe, and to furniſh and fit up the ſame in the 
moſt commodious manner, not only for themſelves, but 
their ſervants, where,under the care of an experienced 
ſalaried Phyſician, .a man of principles and honour h 
they will be ſure of the beſt medical aſſiſtance, and the | 
moſt polite and humane treatment, ſuitable to their 9 
rank and condition. And we further propoſe, that 
after the ground is bought and the huilding erefted, 
the reſidue of the ſubſcription money ſhall be veſted in 7: 
the public funds for the purpoſe of repairing, refur- 4 
niſhing, and adding more commodious buildings in ad- | 
dition to the ſame, as affluent patients may encreaſe, 
or other exigencies require: And we hereby aſſure the 
public, that this, our voluntary generoſity, does not 
mean to confine itſelf to the county ( however exten= 
eve) to which ape belong, but will extend itſelf ta 
every quarter of his Majeſty's dominions. It is, there- 
fore, earneſtly requeſted, that ſuch Yorkſhire Noble- 
men, Fc. as are defirous of promoting an inſtitution ſq 
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of the nation; tou i met ar the Caftle of Herk; Pl 
Friday in the Race Weeks ri 1772, to ronſider-of 


Mw meant for putting the ſame in'execation;; and 


ening a ſitbſcription for ſo laudable a purpoje, : 
id tha t Mw 46 ava I fay,. ed ber in 
ſtead of that which did then appear, is/itfikely 
(let me aſk my reader) that the ſum ofitwa' 
thouſand five hundred pounds walls have been 


immediately ſubſcribed, or that, in the ſpace of 


five years more, it would have been augmented: 
to fe thouſand fix hundred and ninety? I per. 
ceive myſelf anſwered. by a ſhort negative. The 
ſubſcription, I agree with him, muſt have pro- 
ceeded but flowly; Let us conſider, therefore, 
whether another advertiſement like the er. 
W mig ht not have helped it forward. \ 
ADVERTISEMENT. 
15 add to our generoſity the ſtimulant of a 95 


degree f charity, we, "the- afareſaid Nability and 


Gentry, finding that certain futile objeftions were 


made to our former advertiſement, which rather im, 
 peded our generous and diſintereſted deſign, do now 
JO propoſe, that perſons of moderate condition and 


midling fortunes may alſo bg admitted as patients 
with thoſe in affluent circumſtances, provided that 


they alſo pay ſuch reaſonable fees to the Phyſician, 


and ſuch weekly pay for board Ws. Wc. as their 


veral circumſtances may permit : Nay, wwe even 
"condeſ, tend to admit into it low and indigent perſons, 
2 7 — = come not under the denomination of 
=” ariſh Paupers ) and this at the ſmall ſum of eight 
 Hillings per W which alſo may be lowered at * | 
diſcretion of the Phyſician and Governors, or of the 


byfucian only, in caſes which he may judge moſt for 


the good of the charity: But becauſe Pariſh Paupers 
are confeſſedly the meaneſt of mankind, and as the 


* building will be er chiefly 2 — the 


n 
1 


4 


obvious that theſe 


putting their terms of adm!fſion ſo high as effectually - 
10 bar their ingreſs to the Aſylum. 


— 


to determine, 


j 
accommodation f 727 of ſuperior condition, it is 


ad Paupers muſt be excluded, by 


Whether even this more enlarged plan would + 


have ſo far forwarded the ſubſcription, as even 


to have raiſed money ſufficient to buy the 


ground for the building to ſtand upon, I ſuſpect, 


will be almoſt univerſally doubted. Why then 


nant) fabricate two ſuc 


(fays my reader, now, * become git Þþ ; 


1 improbable advertiſe. 


ments? My anſwer is, that, however improba-. 


ble, or even abſurd they may appear, the latter 
advertiſement gives a very preciſe idea of what 
the Government of the Afylum NOW IS, even 


before the Phyſician's projected plan of ſalary 


takes place; how far the former delineates what 
it will THEN BE I leave to future inveſtigators 


N 3 a +4 a 
= * . * 


9 nm — ——— n ns . oor "ag 
—— 2 . . 


2 
— — — a 
. — OA 


— Tt. 


